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Research Programme 

Project update 
Each issue of the newsletter carries a short article on new and ongoing COFORD-funded projects. Feedback on the articles is welcome and should be addressed to the project leaders (contact details at the end of the article).

HYDROFOR - Assessment of the impacts of forest operations on the ecological quality of water

New multi-disciplinary project investigating forestry and water interactions builds on previous studies

HYDROFOR is a multi-disciplinary, multi-sector co-operative project to investigate the impacts of forests and forestry operations on Ireland’s aquatic ecology. In addition to determining the nature and effects of impacts the study partners will also assess the effectiveness of certain measures such as riparian buffer strips to mitigate these impacts. Impacts to be studied include acidification, eutrophication, sedimentation and hydromorphological change. 

HYDROFOR builds in part on a previous study, FORWAT, which highlighted the complexities of forest-water interactions – complexities related to both the ecological sensitivities of forested catchments and the nature and extent of the forestry operations ongoing in these catchments. HYDROFOR will involve extensive field sampling and experimentation involving the instrumentation of at least three of Ireland’s forested catchments.

One particularly unique feature of HYDROFOR is its strategy for collecting and re-collating datasets generated from related previous studies and combining them with the new information to be generated by the HYDROFOR partners. By building on the excellent knowledge base already established by Ireland’s foresters and researchers, both past and present, HYDROFOR scientists hope to be able to share with their colleagues unprecedented insights into the effectiveness of new and existing forest and water management tactics.

HYDROFOR is supported by COFORD and the Environmental Protection Agency and is housed across four partner institutions: University College Dublin, University College Cork, National University of Ireland – Galway and Ireland’s Marine Institute.

For further information, contact Sean Blacklocke, email: sean.blacklocke@ucd.ie
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Information and support services 

National Forestry Conference 2009

27 March 2009, Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise

The national forestry conference for 2009 will take place on Friday 27 March 2009, at the Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise. Once again, the event will be organised and hosted by COFORD, the Society of Irish Foresters, the Irish Timber Growers Association and the Irish Farmers Association (Farm Forestry). The programme is being finalised at present and further information will be made available shortly, keep a watch on www.coford.ie.

Back to List of Contents
Hardwood Matters goes on-line

Last paper issue of catalogue to be produced prior to merge with online service at timbersales.ie

Hardwood Matters is a free catalogue established by COFORD in 2005 in response to a need identified at its broadleaf management seminars. The catalogue facilitates the sale of hardwoods, featuring ‘for sale’ and ‘wanted’ categories and has been published twice yearly and distributed widely throughout the forestry and related sectors. The objectives of the catalogue are to bring together buyers and sellers to develop a viable trading sector for Irish hardwoods. COFORD undertook the development of the catalogue with the intention of encouraging other organisations to continue the process. It therefore welcomed a recent proposal to combine Hardwood Matters with a new on-line service. timbersales.ie. This website, launched in 2008, has successfully developed a softwood market sales system and now has over 400 registered users, all involved in the growing, selling and buying of timber. During 2008 it also launched an energy wood catalogue which provides a marketing facility for those with energy wood either in log or chip form. 
Now, in association with COFORD, it has been decided to launch a new on-line hardwood catalogue, replacing the previously published paper version. The next issue of Hardwood Matters will be the final paper version and the deadline for submissions is Friday 13 February. Click here to download the form. The new on-line service will continue to be free and COFORD would like to thank all of those who helped to develop Hardwood Matters. For further information, see www.timbersales.ie or contact John Fennessy at COFORD (email: john.fennessy@coford.ie).
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Seed stands selected in 2008
Continued quest for new seed stands to ensure future of forests

Seed stands play a pivotal role in the development of our future forests since they provide the reproductive material from which the new plants are sourced. Seed stand selection is an ongoing process and as mature stands are felled new replacement stands are located and registered. In 2008 some 190.5 ha of seed stands were selected, registered and added to the national catalogue of seed stands (Table 1). 

The quest for suitable stands is a continuing process and the owners of stands of any species that may have potential as a registered seed stand should contact John Fennessy at COFORD (email: john.fennessy@coford.ie). Selected stands are to be found across the entire forestry sector in Ireland and include the private forestry sector, the Coillte forest estate and the National Parks and Wildlife Service estate. 

Table 1: Total area of new seed stands selected 1 January to 31 December 2008 by species and area.

	Scientific name
	Common name
	Area (ha)

	Alnus glutinosa
	Common alder
	3.3

	Chamaecyparis lawsoniana
	Lawson cypress
	3.3

	Larix decidua
	European larch
	11.9

	Picea abies
	Norway spruce
	0.8

	Picea sitchensis
	Sitka spruce
	31.4

	Pinus contorta
	Lodgepole pine (South coastal)
	111.5

	Pinus sylvestris
	Scots pine
	28.3

	
	TOTAL
	190.5


Back to List of Contents
Carbon Corner

Forests and climate change post 2012

Forestry is a wise investment and a cost-effective climate change mitigation tool

Ireland is one of the few EU member states with an active programme to significantly expand forest cover through afforestation. One of the principal reasons is to sustain and increase uptake of carbon dioxide to mitigate climate change. Not only does expanded forest cover provide increased carbon storage on the land, it also provides a source of renewable fuel and wood products that will generate continuous climate benefits as long as the forest remains in place and is sustainably harvested.

For policies to expand the forest estate to work, they need to provide a return on investment to the state and owner. If the carbon sequestration benefit is not acknowledged – or internalised in economist-speak – there is a reduced incentive to invest. Such was the thinking behind the push to include forest sinks in the EU’s climate and renewable energy package, which runs from 2012 to 2020, and which was agreed on the 19 December by the European Council and Parliament in a codecision procedure. 

What was agreed in the final deal was that forest sinks will be considered in greenhouse gas target setting by the EU post 2012, whether or not there is an international agreement in Copenhagen (or later in 2010). Now the policy framework is in place, sustained investment in afforestation, as an efficient and cost-effective climate change mitigation tool, needs to be fast-tracked at national level.

Forestry stacks up more and more as a sound and prudent investment. Unlike most other sectors it is an increasing asset. Until the current upheaval, real rates of return on forestry investments of 8-10% did not bear comparison with property or other sectors. But as the property and stock market bubbles have well and truly burst, forestry portfolios are becoming more and more attractive. 
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7th Framework Programme update

News and events from FP7

The regular supplement supplied by InnovaWood (click here to download) contains information about:

· Events, conferences and courses

· Events in brief

· World Forestry Congress 2009 

· New interactive database on indicators of sustainable forest management in Europe

· European research projects

· KeyToNature

· iSOIL: Interactions between soil related sciences - Linking geophysics, soil science and digital soil mapping

· DIGISOIL: Integrated system of data collection technologies for mapping soil properties

· InnovaWood information service

· InnovaWood projects

· Forest-based Sector Technology Platform: the first years

· Management of recovered wood: proceedings of the 3rd European COST E31 conference
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National & international news

Indicative forestry statement for Ireland

First indicative forestry statement for Ireland identifies ares most suitable for creation of new woodlands

Mr Tony Killeen, TD, Minister for Fisheries and Forestry has published the first Indicative Forestry Statement for Ireland. The Indicative Forestry Statement or IFS identifies the areas of the country most suitable for the creation of new woodlands, primarily on the basis of environmental considerations and soil-type and productivity. The Minister said that the IFS is the culmination of a major effort by the Forest Service of his Department, who have created a comprehensive series of maps for every part of the country showing the opportunities and constraints that exist for forestry in those areas. The data have been gathered from such diverse sources as the National Parks and Wildlife Service, the local authorities, and Teagasc and is the very first time that this type of information has been brought together in this fashion.

“The IFS will become a key tool in the development of a new strategic approach for forestry at both national and local level,” Minister Killeen said. He expressed his hope that the new maps would highlight the real opportunities for forestry that exist in this country and encouraged County Councils in particular to look afresh at development opportunities for forestry as part of their own County Development Plans. “Ireland has a real competitive advantage in growing trees and I am convinced that forestry will become a cornerstone of sustainable rural development for the future, as traditional land-use patterns change”, he said. Forestry is already worth well over €1.5 bn to the economy annually, directly and indirectly generating employment for some 16,000 people. Analysis carried out as part of the 2005 Foresight Study suggests that there is capacity to increase this to nearly 40,000 by 2025.

The Indicative Forestry Statement can be found on the Forest Service page of the Department's website (www.agriculture.gov.ie). The detailed datasets have been made available to all registered foresters and forestry companies through the Forestry Industry Mapping System (FIMS) and are available on request to public authorities and others interested in the strategic development of forestry in Ireland.
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National survey of native woodlands 2003-2008

National survey shows only 2% of country is covered by native woodlands

It is well known that Ireland is one of the least forested countries in Europe and the majority of Irish forests are commercial conifer plantations. According to the national survey of native woodlands, only around 2% of the country is covered by what is termed native or semi-natural woodland, i.e. woodland dominated by native tree species. Much of this woodland is highly fragmented and modified. This scarcity of native woodland is the result of millennia of human activity. The formulation of a national native woodland strategy is, however, hindered by the lack of an extensive inventory of sites and a detailed classification system. The need for these two key resources has been recognised by the National Parks and Wildlife Service. Following trial surveys the National Survey of Native Woodlands was commissioned by the National Parks and Wildlife Service and commenced in 2003. A national survey of native woodlands has just been completed by BEC Consultants across 1217 sites in the Irish Republic. 

Site selection was carried out using the Forest Inventory Planning System 1998 (FIPS) and local knowledge. The survey consisted of recording of site species lists and included information on topography, management, grazing practice, natural regeneration, geographical location, adjacent habitat types, invasive species threats, dead wood levels and woodland boundaries. Releves were recorded in each of the main stand types identified at each site and data were recorded on vascular plants and bryophyte cover abundance, soil type and soil chemistry, notable lichens, stand structure and natural vegetation.

The results of the survey, as well as a brief summary, will be available on the National Parks and Wildlife Service website in due course. For further information see www.npws.ie
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Continuous cover forestry in Europe

29-30 June 2009, UCD

Preliminary notice: An international conference on continuous cover forestry in Europe will be held at the University College Dublin on 29 and 30 June 2009. Further details will follow. If you would like to express your interest in attending or for further information, contact Dr Aine Ni Dhubhain - email: aine.nidhubhain@ucd.ie
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European Co-operation in Science and Technology (COST) conference on forest vegetation management 
5-7 May 2009, Vejle, Denmark

The final conference of the COST (European Co-operation in Science and Technology) Action E47 Forest vegetation management – Towards environmental sustainability takes place in Vejle, Denmark, from 5 to 7 May 2009. The open international conference and field day will include papers in the field of forest vegetation management. The aims of the conference are:

· To exchange and share current scientific knowledge within the field of forest vegetation management.

· To widen the European forum for the management of forest vegetation.

· To put European vegetation management regimes and traditions into perspective by inviting contributions from outside Europe.

For further information on the conference see www.coste47.dk.
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Woodland Heritage course: From woodland to workshop

5-7 May 2009, Whitney-on-Rye, UK

Woodland Heritage will be running a course 'From Woodland to Workshop' in Herefordshire from 5 to 7 May 2009. Located at Whitney sawmill and joinery workshop in Whitney-on-Wye, this course is designed to link tree growers with wood users to broaden horizons and raise awareness by educating participants from the forest through to the workshop and beyond. Numbers will be restricted to enable a hands on and interactive approach. For further information contact Woodland Heritage at 00 44 1428 652159 or email: enquiries@woodlandheritage.org.uk.
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Small-scale forestry symposium

7-11 June 2009, West Virginia, USA

The 2009 IUFRO 3.08 Small-Scale Forestry Symposium Seeing the Forest Beyond the Trees: New possibilities and expectations for products and services from small-scale forestry is to be held in Morgantown, West Virginia from 7 to 11 June 2009. Abstracts can be submitted online under “Call for Abstracts” on the symposium website (http://ssf09.com/) where authors can also view the list of topics of interest. This conference will bring together scientists and practitioners to share their experiences in management, policy development and economics of contemporary small-scale forest products and services. Papers are sought in the areas of new and emerging opportunities for small-scale forests, sustainable agroforestry, policy formulation, amenity values of small-scale forestry, economic valuation. Further details on the topics of interest can be found on the conference website. For more information about the conference please contact Dave McGill (dmcgill@wvu.edu).
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Shape your sustainability tools – and let your tools shape you

23-24 September 2009, Uppsala, Sweden

EU FP6 and EFORWOOD are to host this conference on 23-24 September 2009, at Uppsala, Sweden. Conference topics include criteria and indicators for Sustainability Impact Assessment (SIA) of the forestry-wood chain; SIA methodology for the forest-based sector; SIA on case studies; scenario analyses; carbon footprint. Register your interest by emailing office@innovawood.com
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International Journal of Biodiversity and Conservation

New journal seeks editors, reviewers and manuscripts

The International Journal of Biodiversity and Conservation (IJBC) is a multidisciplinary peer-reviewed journal published monthly by Academic Journals (http://www.academicjournals.org/IJBC). IJBC is dedicated to increasing the depth of the subject across disciplines with the ultimate aim of expanding knowledge of the subject. IJBC is seeking qualified researchers to join its editorial team as editors, subeditors or reviewers. Send your resume to IJBC@acadjourn.org. The journal welcomes the submission of manuscripts that meet the general criteria of significance and scientific excellence, and will publish original articles in basic and applied research, case studies, critical reviews, surveys, opinions, commentaries and essays. Manuscripts should be submitted to IJBC@acadjourn.org for publication in the Maiden Issue (April 2009). Instruction for authors and other details are available on www.academicjournals.org/IJBC/Instruction.htm. IJBC is an Open Access Journal. One key request of researchers across the world is unrestricted access to research publications. Open access gives a worldwide audience larger than that of any subscription-based journal and thus increases the visibility and impact of published works. It also enhances indexing, retrieval power and eliminates the need for permissions to reproduce and distribute content. IJBC is fully committed to the Open Access Initiative and will provide free access to all articles as soon as they are published.

Back to List of Contents
The green collar economy

A bright future for forest professionals

An article on the Finnish Forest Association website (www.forest.fi) tells how ‘green collar jobs’ - such as forest-related jobs - can help solve problems related to economy and environment. This means that forest-related professionals have a bright future in front of them. The article is based on the book by Van Jones called The Green Collar Economy. 
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MS/PhD Assistantship in social networks of landowner decision-making at the University of Wisconsin 

Position offered at US university

The Department of Forest and Wildlife Ecology, University of Wisconsin-Madison, is advertising the post of MS/PhD Assistantship: Social Networks of Landowner Decision-making. They seek a motivated MS or PhD student to investigate the social networks involved in landowner decision-making related to key management practices (e.g. invasive species removal, timber harvesting) and the provision of ecosystem services. Social networks are the relationships and information sources that landowners rely on to get things done on their land. This project will focus on forested landscapes that are primarily in small landholdings.

Expected duties include:

· Plan and conduct interviews with landowners and resource professionals. Analyse these data using appropriate techniques (e.g. social network analysis).

· Prepare manuscripts for publication in scholarly journals and communicate findings through presentations to scientific and lay audiences.

· Contribute to the design and delivery of outreach and extension programmes that apply research findings to local management and land use.

Enquiries should be directed to Mark Rickenbach – email: mgrickenbach@wisc.edu.
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